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FORWARD 
 

The founder of the Civil Air Patrol had written an autobiography in which he stated that he 

walked amongst giants and it became the title of the book. In the last chapter of the book he stated 

the reasons why and how he came to establish a benevolent organization that would serve its 

country. The California Wing has a list of their own giants that they stand along. The earlier 

members helped establish the path for future generations. To this day the member of this wing 

helps to strive towards Integrity, Volunteer Service, Excellence and Respect while completing its 

congressionally chartered missions of Aerospace Education, Emergency Services, and Cadet 

programs. 
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COMMAND APPROVAL LETTER  
 

 

The members of the California Wing comprise one of the most valuable assets that our Country 

possesses.  Through their continued dedication and diligence, these members provide vital 

humanitarian serves to our communities, State, and Nation.  Our members have saved lives, 

supported our Nation in time of disaster, and had a positive impact on our leaders of tomorrow.  

This report covers only a short period in the long and honored history of California Wing, yet 

captures the spirit and enthusiasm of our membership towards the selfless service to others.  I 

approve this report. 

 

 

 
 

Col Ross E. Veta, CAP 
California Wing Commander 

U.S. Air Force Auxiliary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Col Jon L. Stokes, CAP 
Pacific Region Commander 

U.S. Air Force Auxiliary 
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Grade* Name Start Date End Date 
Colonel Bertrand Rhine 1-Dec-41 1-Jan-49 

Colonel Benjamin S. McGlashan 1-Jan-49 11-Apr-49 

Colonel Howard B. Freeman 11-Apr-49 25-May-55 

Colonel Wallace Hershel Easley 25-May-55 21-Dec-56 

Colonel Clement C. Lattimore 21-Dec-56 25-Mar-58 

Colonel Charles A. Ashlock 25-Mar-58 4-Aug-60 

Colonel Leroy F. Breithbarth, Jr. 4-Aug-60 9-Dec-60 

Colonel Herbert Barnett 9-Dec-60 8-Dec-62 

Colonel Raymond H. Gaver 8-Dec-62 14-Mar-69 

Colonel Howard L. Brookfield 14-Mar-69 13-Mar-71 

Colonel Donald D. Dixon 13-Mar-71 27-Aug-72 

Colonel Howard L. Brookfield 27-Aug-72 1-Feb-73 

Colonel Jack Ferman 1-Feb-73 1-Mar-74 

Colonel Warren J. Barry 1-Mar-74 30-Sep-78 

Colonel Edwin W. Lewis Jr. 30-Sep-78 30-Sep-82 

Colonel Donald M. Biondich 30-Sep-82 20-Sep-86 

Colonel V. Lee White 20-Sep-86 21-Apr-90 

Colonel Ernest C. Pearson 21-Apr-90 30-Aug-93 

Colonel Angelo A. Porco 30-Aug-93 5-May-96 

Colonel Bryon L. Brammer 5-May-96 16-Oct-99 

Colonel Larry F. Myrick 16-Oct-99 18-Oct-03 

Colonel Virginia M. Nelson 18-Oct-03 24-Mar-07 

Colonel Jesus Muniz 24-Mar-07 11-Sep-07 

Colonel Larry F. Myrick 11-Sep-07 7-Nov-07 

Colonel Kenneth W. Parris 7-Nov-07 27-Aug-11 

Colonel Jon Stokes 27-Aug-11 26-Sep-15 

Colonel Alan Ferguson 26-Sep-15 23-Sep-19 

Colonel Ross E. Veta 23-Sep-19 Incumbent 

 

*All ranks/grades are at of appointment and not current rank/grade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 

 

/54'/).' #/--!.$%2ȭ3 MESSAGE 
In 2019, as in the previous 3 years, California Wing (CAWG) continued to do an outstanding 

job throughout our missions. 

 

In operations and emergency services, we have continued to grow our expertise and perform 

the missions in an exemplary manner. We have won Air Force Region recognition all 4 years 

of my command and had very successful WLEs. We have successfully introduced small 

unmanned aerial systems into operations, although we need to do a lot more training in this 

area to become truly operational. Lt Col Joe Brickman and his team lead this effort. 

 

Cadet Programs, which has always been an outstanding mission for California Wing, hosted a 

lot of successful programs. Cadet Programs Conference is the largest cadet centric event in all 

of Civil Air Patrol and they host one of the largest and most successful cadet encampments in 

the nation every year. Added to this they have a host of cadet training events throughout the 

year. These events build on one another and are updated as needed to keep up with the times. 

These cadet training events take a cadet from basic to senior officer status as they progress 

through the program. Lt Col George Ishikata and his team lead this effort. 

 

Aerospace Education, our STEM program, is where CAWG has made the biggest progress. 

We developed and introduced the Aerospace STEM Academy, a weeklong event held at 

Edwards AFB. At this event about 70 cadets and 30 seniors gathered to explore the world of 

aerospace under the tutelage of CAP senior members, Air Force officers, and industry 

representatives. The school and teacher outreach program has also grown significantly over 

the last 4 years; these programs help CAP have an impact in the local schools. Lt Col Roger 

Dunn and his team lead this effort. 

Another area where we had great success was in our recruitment of new members. Through 

innovative online techniques and our regular recruiting efforts, the membership grew every 

year. 

 

It was my honor to lead the California Wing for 4 years 

but the credit for all that was accomplished goes to the 

membership. Not only was there a superb wing staff 

but the group and squadron leaders and members did 

all the hard work to accomplish our missions for the 

state and nation. I left the wing to the fine leadership 

skills of Col Ross Veta and his staff knowing that our 

membership would carry on in support of his vision. 

 

 

 

Respectfully, 

Col Alan Ferguson 

California Wing Commander (Former) 
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INCOMING #/--!.$%2ȭ3 -%33!'%  
 
By now, many of you will have already seen a summary of my vision for California Wing for the next 

four short years and beyond. For those of you who have not seen it, here is a brief summary.  

 

Up until now, the Wing Commanders and their staffs have worked tirelessly to provide a foundation 

from which we can grow this wing and do amazing things. Now it is up to us to build on this foundation.  

My vision for California Wing is one of growth through innovation in all we do. My vision for 

California Wing is an organization that is as rewarding and fun to participate in as it is valuable to the 

country. My vision for California wing is equal opportunity for everyone to participate, develop, grow, 

and promote in everything we do, always. 

 

My philosophy of leadership is comprised of eight elements. These elements are: integrity, advocacy, 

positivity, innovation, enthusiasm, inclusion, diversification, and empowerment. It is through these 

elements that we will be able to grow our wing in a way that will keep pace with our evolving society, 

diverse customer base, and national needs. 

 

Over the next four years, we will engage in many new initiatives, as well as the rekindling of old ones 

in ways that bring them into the present. We have worked diligently to ensure that the new wing staff 

are among the finest and most capable people in Civil Air Patrol. California Wing headquarters will 

focus on energetically supporting, encouraging, and promoting all of our members at all times. The 

phrases ñthe problem with that isò, or ñwe canôt do that becauseò are no longer part of the vocabulary 

of California Wing. Rather than focusing on roadblocks that inhibit or slow progress, we will focus 

our energies on overcoming any obstacles that otherwise would impede our innovation and growth. 

 

There is no doubt that the membership is our most valued and most valuable resource, and it is through 

the membership that we are able to accomplish the missions that are so vital to our entire country. You 

have my personal guarantee that the entire wing staff, myself included, understand this and are 

dedicated to making the experience of every single member as 

contributors to this great organization as rewarding and fun as 

possible. 

 

Keep your eyes open for emails that have already been 

circulating and will continue to circulate, and look for 

opportunities for everyone to be involved in all of the great and 

innovative new initiatives that we will pursue. We need your 

dedication, your ideas, and your enthusiasm to drive these 

initiatives and to identify new ones so that we can continue to 

grow as the greatest wing in Civil Air Patrol. 

 

It is truly my honor to serve others with people as dedicated 

and talented as you. I look forward to working together to grow 

California Wing.  

 

Respectfully, 

Col Ross Veta 

California Wing Commander 
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CHAPTER I ɀ INTRODUCTION 

 

The California Wing of the Civil Air Patrol has the area of responsibility over the Golden State. 

Within the operational boundaries the Wing operates over 155,779 square miles of land and 7916 

square miles of water ways.1 The Wing serves about 40 million people and since 1941, has 

executed the three missions of Civil Air Patrol: Aerospace Education, Cadet Programs, and 

Emergency Services. 

 

Group Headquarters 

The current lines for group areas of responsibility have been established in 1999.2 

 

 

Group 1 Organization 

 

 Capt Jay Weinsoff Cadet Sqdn 3 
 

El Monte Composite Sqdn 21 

San Fernando Senior Sqdn 35 

Clover Field Composite Sqdn 51 

Brackett Composite Sqdn 64 

Beach Cities Cadet Sqdn 107 

Hawker Senior Sqdn 128 

South Bay Senior Sqdn 129 

San Fernando Cadet Sqdn 137 

Los Angeles Cadet Sqdn 138 

 

Group 2 Organization 

 

 Jon E. Kramer Composite Sqdn 10 
 

Santa Cruz Composite Sqdn 13 
 

East Bay Cadet Sqdn 18 
 

John J. Montgomery Cadet Sqdn 36 
 

Diablo Composite Sqdn 44 
 

San Jose Senior Sqdn 80 

San Francisco Cadet Sqdn 86 
 

Tri-Valley Composite Squadron 156 

Amelia Earhart Senior Sqdn 188 
 

West Bay Composite Sqdn 192 

 

 
1 United States Geological Survey. ñHow Wet is Your State?ò USGS. Accessed July 22, 2020 from 

https://www.usgs.gov/special-topic/water-science-school/science/how-wet-your-state-water-area-each-state?qt-

science_center_objects=0#qt-science_center_objects 
2 Civil Air Patrol California Wing. ñGroup Map.ò Civil Air Patrol. October 4, 1999. Accessed July 22, 2020 from 

http://cawghistory.cawgcap.org/items/show/524 

https://www.usgs.gov/special-topic/water-science-school/science/how-wet-your-state-water-area-each-state?qt-science_center_objects=0#qt-science_center_objects
https://www.usgs.gov/special-topic/water-science-school/science/how-wet-your-state-water-area-each-state?qt-science_center_objects=0#qt-science_center_objects
http://cawghistory.cawgcap.org/items/show/524
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Group 3 Organization 

 

 Riverside Senior Sqdn 5 
  

Palm Springs Composite Sqdn 11 
 

 

Chino Cadet Sqdn 20 

Cable Composite Sqdn 25 
 

Corona Cadet Sq 29 
 

Billie L. Leclair Cadet Sqdn 31 

March Field Composite Sqdn 45 
 

Hemet-Ryan Composite Sqdn 59 

Redlands Cadet Squadron 411 
 

Big Bear Valley Composite Sqdn 6750 

 

Group 4 Organization 

 

 Camarillo Composite Sqdn 61 

Vandenberg Composite Sqdn 101 

Bob Beevers Composite Squadron 103 

Santa Barbara Composite Sqdn 131 

Paso Robles Composite Squadron 446 

Simi Valley Challenger Composite Squadron 

1986 

 

 

 

 

 

Group 5 Organization 

 

 Sacramento Composite Sqdn 14 

Beale Composite Squadron 19 

Travis Composite Sqdn 22 

Marin Search and Rescue Comp Squadron 23 

Sierra Composite Sqdn 72 

Eugene L. Carnahan Cadet Sqdn 85 

Auburn-Starr Composite Sqdn 92 

Butte County Composite Squadron 95 

Shasta Composite Sqdn 126 

Redwood Empire Composite Sqdn 157 

California Aerospace Academy Composite 

Squadron 802 
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Group 6 Organization 

 

 Tehachapi Composite Sqdn 46 

Pancho Barnes Composite Sqdn 49 

Lt Col Arthur King Composite Squadron 50 

Edwards AFB Composite Sqdn 84 

Fresno Composite Squadron 112 

Bakersfield Composite Sqdn 121 

Merced County Composite Sqdn 147 

Tulare-Kings Composite Sqdn 394 

 

 

 

Group 7 Organization 

 

 Falcon Senior Sqdn 40 

Los Alamitos Glider Training Sqdn 41 

Fullerton Composite Sqdn 56 

Saddleback Composite Sqdn 68 

Long Beach Senior Sqdn 150 

Los Alamitos Cadet Sqdn 153 

 

 

 

 

 

Group 8 Organization 

 

 Skyhawk Composite Sqdn 47 

San Diego Senior Sqdn 57 

Fallbrook Senior Sqdn 87 

San Diego Cadet Sqdn 144 

South San Diego Cadet Sqdn 201 

Escondido Cadet Squadron 

 

 

 

 

 

Early History 

 

The day after the attack on Pearl Harbor the san Francisco Bay Area was awaiting news from the 

Office of Civil Defense for the establish of a Civil Air Patrol unit(s).3 However, by March 1942, 

 
3 Oakland Tribune. ñOakland Airport closed to private planes tucks block entrance.ò 

https://newspaperarchive.com/oakland-tribune-dec-08-1941-p-32/ 

https://newspaperarchive.com/oakland-tribune-dec-08-1941-p-32/
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400 civilians had applied for the program.4 During the days of the war, civilians were allowed to 

train using radio-telephones5, first aid, and with civilian law enforcement.6 The Civil Air Patrol at 

this time made steps and made sure that it was open to women as well.7 However, not everyone 

saw the Civil Air Patrol as a good thing but more of a nuisance.8 Towards the end of the war the 

Civil Air Patrol and its counterpart the Coast Guard Auxiliary have called the modern Minute 

Men.9 After the United States Air Force (USAF) was created, President Truman signed Public 

Law 80-557 to make CAP the official auxiliary of the Air Force on May 26, 1948. 

 

 
 

1950s - 1990s 

 

The CAWG and the Civil Air Patrol as a whole had to make transitions after the war had ended. 

In 1950, it was reported that the Wing had 8000 cadets.10 The organization had still provided air 

search and rescue missions and training cadets.11 In 1956, the Air Force Secretary stated that the 

 
4 Berkley Daily Gazette. ñ400 Sign Up for Civil Air Patrol.ò https://newspaperarchive.com/berkeley-daily-gazette-

mar-20-1942-p-2/ 
5 Bakersfield Californian. ñCAO Radio Course Ends: Exams Soon.ò https://newspaperarchive.com/bakersfield-

californian-mar-18-1942-p-11/ 
6 Bakersfield Californian. ñAir Patrol Drills with Police Aides.òhttps://newspaperarchive.com/bakersfield-

californian-mar-13-1942-p-8/ 
7 Bakersfield Californian. ñQuestions and Answers.ò https://newspaperarchive.com/bakersfield-californian-oct-20-

1942-p-14/ 
8 Hayward Review. ñFlying Minute Men.ò https://newspaperarchive.com/hayward-review-mar-25-1943-p-5/ 
9 Arcadia Bulletin. ñReading and Writing.ò https://newspaperarchive.com/arcadia-bulletin-feb-26-1945-p-4/ 
10 Oakland Tribune. ñCivil Air Patrol Planners Named.ò https://newspaperarchive.com/oakland-tribune-feb-19-

1950-p-19/ 
11 San Rafael Daily Independent Journal. ñCivil Air Patrolôs History Reviewed with plans given.ò 

https://newspaperarchive.com/daily-independent-journal-mar-11-1950-p-22/ 

https://newspaperarchive.com/berkeley-daily-gazette-mar-20-1942-p-2/
https://newspaperarchive.com/berkeley-daily-gazette-mar-20-1942-p-2/
https://newspaperarchive.com/bakersfield-californian-mar-18-1942-p-11/
https://newspaperarchive.com/bakersfield-californian-mar-18-1942-p-11/
https://newspaperarchive.com/bakersfield-californian-mar-13-1942-p-8/
https://newspaperarchive.com/bakersfield-californian-mar-13-1942-p-8/
https://newspaperarchive.com/bakersfield-californian-oct-20-1942-p-14/
https://newspaperarchive.com/bakersfield-californian-oct-20-1942-p-14/
https://newspaperarchive.com/hayward-review-mar-25-1943-p-5/
https://newspaperarchive.com/arcadia-bulletin-feb-26-1945-p-4/
https://newspaperarchive.com/oakland-tribune-feb-19-1950-p-19/
https://newspaperarchive.com/oakland-tribune-feb-19-1950-p-19/
https://newspaperarchive.com/daily-independent-journal-mar-11-1950-p-22/

